
    

 
 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be 

on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9:6 
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Sunday Service – December 22, 2024 

How can we pray for you? Let us know in the Zoom/Facebook Chat! 
We invite you to join in the liturgy by speaking the parts in *BOLD* with us from your homes! 

10:15 — Zoom Meeting Starts ~ ~ ~ 10:20 — Facebook Live Stream Starts 
 
10:30 – Live Prelude Starts  The First Noel arr. by Thygerson 

 
Welcome   
 

Call to Worship — Kneeling in Bethlehem, Ann Weems 
When the Holy Child is born into our hearts 

there is a rain of stars 
a rushing of angels 
a blaze of candles 
this God burst into our lives. 
Love is running through the streets. 

 
Special Advent Hymn #85 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah – verses 1-4 
 
Lighting of the Candle 
The four Advent candles are arranged on a circular wreath, with no beginning or end, 
reminding us of the eternity of God’s love and the everlasting love we find in Jesus. 
 
The candle we light today marks the final Sunday before Christmas and is a time of 
prayer. This candle of love takes us to Bethlehem with Mary and Joseph awaiting the 
birth of Jesus. And the anticipation of shepherds and Angels. 
 
Opening Hymn God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen  -  see insert 
 
Call to Confession —  

We gather today to thank God for the gift of his son. We are sorry we have not 
followed your lead. We offer our regrets and come to you for forgiveness. 
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Prayer of Confession —  
All Mighty God, forgive us our thoughtless actions. Forgive us our hateful 
thoughts. Forgive us our thinking of ourselves before ours who may be in need. 
We ask for your help in overcoming these short comings. 
 

Time for silent confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon —  

With love, we call on God and give thanks to the Lord. In the name of Jesus 
Christ, we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Song of Assurance #581 “Gloria Patri”  
 
Passing the Peace  

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  The Peace and 
Love of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
And also with you! 
Please take a moment to greet your neighbor and others with the peace of Christ. 

 
Children’s Message 
 
Time for Music & Meditation 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

Let us Pray:  Lord God, we come to you today preparing to welcome your son 
into the world again. We hear the words of scripture we see the children come 
forward raised in your word. We ask that this Christmas we remember all that 
you have given the earth from creation, to the birth of Jesus, to today. Be with us 
now.  Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading:  Hebrew Bible Reading — 2 Samuel 7:1-4, 11b-16 p.480 
7 After the king was settled in his palace and the Lord had given him rest from all his 
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enemies around him, 2 he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a house 
of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.” 
 
3 Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the 
Lord is with you.” 
 
4 But that night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, saying: 
11 and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will 
also give you rest from all your enemies. 
 
“‘The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you: 12 
When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring 
to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He is 
the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever. 14 I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, 
I will punish him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by human hands. 
15 But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom 
I removed from before you. 16 Your house and your kingdom will endure forever 
before me; your throne will be established forever.’”9 No lion will be there, nor any 
ravenous beast; they will not be found there. But only the redeemed will walk there, 
10 and those the Lord has rescued will return. They will enter Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow 
and sighing will flee away. 
 

Choir Anthem  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus      #82 
 
Scripture Reading:  Gospel Reading — Luke 2:1-16 p.1590 
2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 
entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 
 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem 
the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went 



5 

there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting 
a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave 
birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 
because there was no guest room available for them. 
 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not 
be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today 
in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 
This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 
God and saying, 
 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has told us about.” 
 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger. 
 
Message & Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
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forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
Hymn of Response Do You Hear What I Hear  -  see insert 
 
Children’s Program 
 
 Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on Earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

   
Call to Offering 

As God has helped and guided us through sorrows and joys, let us give back in 
happiness and love for the work of his church. 

 
Offertory   Manger Lullabies arr. by Wyrtzen 

  
Doxology #606 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  
 
Prayer of Dedication —  

Let us pray.  Lord God, accept these gifts, given in love to aid those in need and 
to support the work of your church. Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
Closing Hymn #121 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
 
Charge and Benediction  

 
Postlude   O Come, All Ye Faithful arr, by Smith 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Thanks to Everyone Wellspring & Just Neighbors:  Our Grace Deacons and MOE 
would like to thank everyone who volunteered and donated to the recent holiday 
meals and entertainment that we were able to pass along last week.  Each of you 
helped to make a Christmas difference in the lives of so many families.   

Worship Volunteers for 2025:  We are putting together the list of volunteers for our 
Sunday Services.  Many of you who have volunteered in the past have already 
received an email.  If you haven’t helped before, but would be willing to assist in any 
way, please reach out to Jill Werling or Justin in the office. 
 
Please Submit All Reports or Articles for the Newsletter:  If you have any reports or 
articles for the newsletter — or even ideas for it — please send them to Justin in the 
church office by Monday, 12.23. 

East Wayne Street Turkey Drive Report:  Thank you to all who donated food items 
and monetary donations.  Donations included $250 from members and friends, and 
Grace donated $250 from the MOE Special Mission Budget for $500. 
 
Read the Bible in a Year:  We are offering congregation members and friends an 
opportunity to read the Bible together in 2025.  Check out the Narthex sign-up sheet 
or speak to Stacey Monnier for more information.   
 
2025 Offering Envelopes and Donations:  2025 Offering envelopes are available in 
the Narthex. Please pick up your box of envelopes.  Also, please have all 2024 
donations to the church postmarked by December 31, 2024. 
 
To All Committee Chairman:  It is that time of year to begin to prepare for the 
annual report. Please write a summary of your committee's activities in 2024 and 
return it to the church office by Sunday, January 6. We hope to have the Annual 
Report 2024 completed by mid-January.  
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Birthdays 
Jeffery Widmann - December 21* 

Betsy Kachmar - December 27 
Jill Werling - December 29 

 
Anniversaries 

 
 
 ZOOM INSTRUCTIONS 

To connect to our worship services on Zoom, follow these instructions to watch or listen.  You 
can connect at 10:15 for fellowship; the service starts at 10:30. 
Option 1: Automatically Join the Meeting 
Follow the link in the email sent every week.  This is by far the easiest way to connect 
to the live video. 
Option 2: Manually Join the Meeting 
You can download Zoom from https://www.zoom.us.  
After you have installed the program/app, click on “Join” and enter this information: 

Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
Option 3: Call in to Listen (Audio Only) 
On Sunday Morning, you can call to listen to the service.  After you call, it will ask you 
to enter the Meeting ID and Password Below: 

Phone Number: (301) 715-8592Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
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