
    

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in 

mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.  

Ephesians 6:19 
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Sunday Service – August 25, 2024 

How can we pray for you? Let us know in the Zoom/Facebook Chat! 
We invite you to join in the liturgy by speaking the parts in *BOLD* with us from your homes! 

10:15 — Zoom Meeting Starts ~ ~ ~ 10:20 — Facebook Live Stream Starts 
 
10:30 – Live Prelude Starts  Tell Me the Stories of Jesus by Challinor  
 
Welcome   
 
Call to Worship —  

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
This is the day that the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. 
Worship the Lord with gladness.  Come into God’s presence with singing! 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ  be with you all.  
And also with you. 
Let us worship God. 

 
Opening Hymn #192 “Shine, Jesus, Shine” 

 
Call to Confession —  

The proof of God’s amazing love is this: While we were sinners Christ died for 
us. Because we have faith in him, we dare to approach God with confidence. 

 

Prayer of Confession —  
Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our failure to be what you 
created us to be. You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from 
your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love. By your loving mercy, 
help us to live in your light and abide in your ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ 
our Savior.  
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Time for silent confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon —  

The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Song of Assurance #581 “Gloria Patri”  
 
Passing the Peace  

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  The Peace and 
Love of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
And also with you! 
Please take a moment to greet your neighbor and others with the peace of Christ. 

 
Time for Music & Meditation 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

Let us Pray:  Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
that as the Scriptures are read and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with 
joy what you say to us today. Amen 

 
Scripture Reading:  Old Testament Reading — 1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14 p.533 

Then King Solomon summoned into his presence at Jerusalem the elders of 
Israel, all the heads of the tribes and the chiefs of the Israelite families, to bring 
up the ark of the LORD’s covenant from Zion, the City of David. 
 

22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in front of the whole 
assembly of Israel, spread out his hands toward heaven 23 and said: 

“LORD, the God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth 
below—you who keep your covenant of love with your servants who continue 
wholeheartedly in your way. 24 You have kept your promise to your servant 
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David my father; with your mouth you have promised and with your hand you 
have fulfilled it—as it is today. 

25 “Now LORD, the God of Israel, keep for your servant David my father the 
promises you made to him when you said, ‘You shall never fail to have a 
successor to sit before me on the throne of Israel, if only your descendants are 
careful in all they do to walk before me faithfully as you have done.’ 26 And 
now, God of Israel, let your word that you promised your servant David my 
father come true. 

27 “But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest heaven, 
cannot contain you. How much less this temple I have built! 28 Yet give 
attention to your servant’s prayer and his plea for mercy, LORD my God. Hear 
the cry and the prayer that your servant is praying in your presence this day. 
29 May your eyes be open toward this temple night and day, this place of which 
you said, ‘My Name shall be there,’ so that you will hear the prayer your servant 
prays toward this place. 30 Hear the supplication of your servant and of your 
people Israel when they pray toward this place. Hear from heaven, your 
dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive. 

 
 
Scripture Reading:  Gospel Reading — John 6:56-69 p.1658 

56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them. 
57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one 

who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down 

from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and died, but whoever feeds on this 

bread will live forever.” 59 He said this while teaching in the synagogue in 

Capernaum. 

60 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can 

accept it?” 

61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, 

“Does this offend you? 62 Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to 

where he was before! 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The 

words I have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit[a] and life. 64 Yet there 

are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the 

beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. 65 He 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%206%3A56-69&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26321a
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went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the 

Father has enabled them.” 

66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed 

him. 

67 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. 

68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 

words of eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and to know that you are the 

Holy One of God.” 

 
Sermon Seeking His Presence        
 
Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  
Hymn of Response #839 “Blessed Assurance” 
 
 Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Thank you, O God, for sending us your Son.  He lived among us and told your 
story.  He healed the sick and welcomed sinners.  He shared our pain and died 
our death, then rose to new life that we might live and all creation be restored. 
 

 With knowledge of your love we come to you asking you send your peace 
that surpasses understanding to the families of Gail Bellis and Connie 
Stucky. 

 We ask that you lay your hands on Sue Creager.  Be with her and comfort 
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them as she continues in her recovery. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, in the tenderness of your mighty hand. 
 
We continue now, boldly together, as our savior Christ has taught us, His 
prayer: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on Earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

   
Call to Offering 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. 

 
Offertory   When the Roll Is Called Up Yonder arr. by Smith  

  
Doxology #606 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  

 
Prayer of Dedication —  

Let us pray.  Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your 
love; through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Announcements 
 
Closing Hymn #450 “Be Thou My Vision” 
 
Charge and Benediction  
 

Postlude   Postlude in Folk-Hymn Style by Smith  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
We are selling SCRIP next Sunday Morning, September 1st:  A portion of each card comes 
back to us and our ministries.  To purchase Scrip or for more information see John Current. 

Sunday School and Bible Studies Return in September:  To celebrate the return to our 
educational opportunities, we are throwing a pitch-in meal after the service on September 15.  
Sunday classes will begin on the following Sunday, September 22th.  A full list of your options 
will be coming out soon.   

Save the Date - Grace Fall Rummage Sale - September 20-21st:  We’ve got a few things left to 
sell.  More info to come. 

Save the Date - Eric Black’s Ordination:  Friend and a pulpit supply of Grace, Eric Black, is 
being ordained on October 26th, at Messiah Lutheran, at 2:00 PM.  Everyone is invited.   

United Faith Food Bank Needs:  Our friends at the United Faith food bank know their 
customers and their needs.  Right now they are incredibly low/out of canned vegetables 
(especially green beans and corn) and will not be getting any large donations of them for a 
while.  If you’d like to help, bring a donation of food to our narthex and leave it in our 
shopping cart.  They are also in need of plastic bags. 

Upcoming Welcome Table:  Grace family and friends, you are invited to join for fellowship 
or by volunteering with United Faith and North Christian for their upcoming free 
community meals.  The next three dates are:  August 26th, September 9th, and September 23rd.  
Tables begin seating at 5:30 PM.  Located at 1616 W. Main st.   

Birthdays 
Bill Werling – August 30 

 
Anniversaries 

 
 
 ZOOM INSTRUCTIONS 

To connect to our worship services on Zoom, follow these instructions to watch or listen.  You 
can connect at 10:15 for fellowship; the service starts at 10:30. 
Option 1: Automatically Join the Meeting 
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Follow the link in the email sent every week.  This is by far the easiest way to connect 
to the live video. 
Option 2: Manually Join the Meeting 
You can download Zoom from https://www.zoom.us.  
After you have installed the program/app, click on “Join” and enter this information: 

Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
Option 3: Call in to Listen (Audio Only) 
On Sunday Morning, you can call to listen to the service.  After you call, it will ask you 
to enter the Meeting ID and Password Below: 

Phone Number: (301) 715-8592Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
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Songs reprinted with permission under CCLI 1292718 or ONE LICENSE A-731346. 
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