
    

But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.”  

John 6:20 NRSVUE 
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Sunday Service – July 28, 2024 

How can we pray for you? Let us know in the Zoom/Facebook Chat! 
We invite you to join in the liturgy by speaking the parts in *BOLD* with us from your homes! 

10:15 — Zoom Meeting Starts ~ ~ ~ 10:20 — Facebook Live Stream Starts 
 
10:30 – Live Prelude Starts  Our Great Savior by Prichard 

 
Welcome   
 
Call to Worship —  

Let your hearts be open to the Lord today. 
Let our spirits be ready to feel God’s power and love. 
Let go of all the things that bind you in pain and sorrow. 
Help us to place our trust in God. 
Come, let us praise the God of love. 
Let us bring our heart, mind, and soul to God! 

 
Opening Hymn #36 “For the Fruit of All Creation” 

 
Call to Confession —  

It is in our confession where we realize our desire for God and our hope for 
God’s mercy. It is in admitting the truth of our lives that we take the first step 
toward wholeness and healing. Let us take this time to make our confession, 
first in silence and then together as we share in the Prayer of Confession. 
 

Prayer of Confession —  
You know how we are, Lord. We say that we will take time to refresh our spirits 
and our souls and then we quickly crowd our lives with activities to the point 
of exhaustion. We turn to you for feeding and nurture, asking you to give us 
something to sustain us through our times. But when we look closely, we 
discover that we bring so little to you. Take what we have, our gifts and our 
needs. Heal and forgive us when we boldly disobey your word. Remind us that 
you have given to us all that we need to serve you in this world. The world 
abounds with your miracles of love and hope. Open our eyes to see them and 
our hearts to know that these are from you and not of our own making. We 
pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Time for silent confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon —  

Hear the good news!  Who is in a position to condemn?   Only Christ, and Christ 
died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.  
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  The old life has gone; a new life has 
begun.  Friends, believe in the good news of the gospel. 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen! 
 

Song of Assurance #581 “Gloria Patri”  
 
Passing the Peace  

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  The Peace and 
Love of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
And also with you! 
Please take a moment to greet your neighbor and others with the peace of Christ. 

 
Time for Music & Meditation 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

Let us Pray:  Come, Holy Spirit, come, to quicken our minds and open our 
hearts that we might receive your Word as it is read and proclaimed. Encourage 
or convict, comfort or confront as you know we need. Feed us and teach us, 
empowering us to respond in obedient faithfulness. We pray this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 

 
Old Testament Reading — 2 Kings 4:42-44 NRSVUE “see insert” 
 
42 A man came from Baal-shalishah bringing food from the first fruits to the man of 
God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to 
the people and let them eat.” 43 But his servant said, “How can I set this before a 
hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says 
the Lord: They shall eat and have some left.” 44 He set it before them; they ate and had 
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some left, according to the word of the Lord.  
  
 
Gospel Reading — John 6:1-21 NRSVUE  “see insert” 

 
6 After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of 
Tiberias. 2 A large crowd kept following him because they saw the signs that he was 
doing for the sick. 3 Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 
4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When he looked up and saw a 
large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for 
these people to eat?” 6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going 
to do. 7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii would not buy enough bread for 
each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said 
to him, 9 “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they 
among so many people?” 10 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a 
great deal of grass in the place, so they] sat down, about five thousand in all. 11 Then 
Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks he distributed them to those who 
were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 When they were satisfied, he 
told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 
13 So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by 
those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14 When the people saw the sign that 
he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the 
world.” 
15 When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make 
him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 
Jesus Walks on the Water 
16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 got into a boat, and started 
across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 
18 The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 When they had rowed 
about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, 
and they were terrified. 20 But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 21 Then they 
wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward 
which they were going. 
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Sermon Approaching the Tasks Before Us        
 
Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  
Hymn of Response #353 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 
 
 Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on Earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

   
Call to Offering 

God does not desire from us sacrifices and offerings apart from our giving of 
self.  In Jesus Christ we have witnessed the perfect offering that sanctifies us 
and inspires our renewed dedication and service.  Let us rejoice and give thanks 
to God for the blessings he has provided for us and may the gifts we offer be a 
blessing to others.  
 

Offertory   Leaning on the Everlasting Arms by Showalter 

  
Doxology #606 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  
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Prayer of Dedication —  
Let us pray.  With joy and thanksgiving, we celebrate this opportunity to share 
O Lord. Your promises are more real to us when we participate in the outreach 
our gifts make possible.  Lead us, we pray, to do what is right with these gifts 
that we have offered up to you, and make the time and talent you entrust to us 
reach out to a needy world.  Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
Closing Hymn #188 “Jesus Loves Me” 

 
Charge and Benediction  
 
Postlude   Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above arr. by Chesterton 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Communion Next Sunday:  Next Sunday, August 4, the guest preacher Rev. Hal Thomas will be 

leading the service and communion.   

 

Deacons to Meet After the Service: 

 
NHNA Back to School Night:  The North Highland Neighborhood Association will be using 

our lot to hand out supplies.  There will be snacks and games.  Members of Grace are invited to 

come and enjoy the neighborly fun.  The event is August 1st – 6:00-8:00 PM. 

 

Save the Date for a Special Message:  Sunday, August 11th is Vivian Lilly’s second birthday.  To 

celebrate the special day and God’s care in her development, Dr. Rachel Lilly (Vivian’s mother) 

will be giving a special message about their family’s journey.  Hal Thomas will be leading Grace 

for this service. 

  

The Online Giving Option:  You can give your offerings via virtual giving.  You can sign up with 

the link included in our digital weekly email.  If you have any questions, need help understanding 

how to sign up, or would like the link emailed to you please contact the office.  Fear not if you 

don’t want to give virtually.  Just keep supporting us the way you are. 
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United Faith Food Bank Needs:  Our friends at the United Faith food bank know their 

customers and their needs.  Right now they are incredibly low/out of canned vegetables 

(especially green beans and corn) and will not be getting any large donations of them for a while.  

If you’d like to help, bring a donation of food to our narthex and leave it in our shopping cart.  

They are also in need of plastic bags.  

  
  

  
 

Birthdays 
 

Anniversaries 
Bill & Kathy Graney 

July 29, 1995 
 

 ZOOM INSTRUCTIONS 

To connect to our worship services on Zoom, follow these instructions to watch or listen.  You 
can connect at 10:15 for fellowship; the service starts at 10:30. 
Option 1: Automatically Join the Meeting 
Follow the link in the email sent every week.  This is by far the easiest way to connect 
to the live video. 
Option 2: Manually Join the Meeting 
You can download Zoom from https://www.zoom.us.  
After you have installed the program/app, click on “Join” and enter this information: 

Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
Option 3: Call in to Listen (Audio Only) 
On Sunday Morning, you can call to listen to the service.  After you call, it will ask you 
to enter the Meeting ID and Password Below: 

Phone Number: (301) 715-8592Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
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Songs reprinted with permission under CCLI 1292718 or ONE LICENSE A-731346. 
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Songs reprinted with permission under CCLI 1292718 or ONE LICENSE A-731346. 
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Songs reprinted 
with permission under CCLI 1292718 or ONE LICENSE A-731346.



12 

 


